
 

Our New Bishop Visitor 

 
In August the community elected a new Bishop 
Visitor, Bishop Humphrey Southern who is 
currently principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
after Bishop John Inge stepped down from the role. 
Here Bishop Humphrey writes  

 
For many, 2020 will go down as a year that offered 
little to rejoice over. Covid-19… the ongoing Brexit 
upheaval … intercommunal stresses associated 
with #BlackLivesMatter in this country and 
elsewhere… the ongoing threat of climate change 
and agony of the refugee crisis around the world 
… the election in the US… There has, in truth, 
been little to celebrate or to give comfort. 

 
For me, a small but significant bright spot within the 
‘encircling gloom’ was the invitation from CHN to 
become your Bishop Visitor. The convent at 
Oakwood was something of a haven for me when 
I was living in Derbyshire and ministering as 
Bishop of Repton. I looked forward greatly to my 
monthly visits to preside at the Eucharist and enjoy 
a day of quiet and reflection in the supportive and 
prayerful company of the Sisters. So it was a great 
honour to be approached a year or so ago to be 
asked whether I would like to develop my 
relationship with the community when Bishop John 
laid down the role of Visitor. 

 
For the community it is a particularly momentous 
time, of course, as the move to Hessle – 
interrupted and complicated, as it has been, by the 
pandemic – has become more and more of a 
reality. Change, as we all know at one level (yet so 
often have to rediscover in quite challenging 
ways), represents both upheaval and sacrifice (on 
the one hand) and opportunity and liberation (on 
the other). I am privileged to be sharing some of 
this with the sisters as you face this reality. 

 
Anno domini – in the year of Our Lord. For all its 
discomfort and darkness 2020 was and is a year of 
the Lord, as will be 2021. Another year in which to 
rejoice in the goodness and loving kindness of the 
Incarnate One and to look for the fulfilment of His 

promises in all that lies ahead. I look forward to 
treading this way with you, and with the One who 
walks with us as faithfully in the sunny uplands as 
in the valley of the shadow. 

 
+Humphrey Southern 

 

Building Work Begins at Hessle 
 
On 21st September, the builders began work on the 
main building to renovate and adapt it for our 
purposes. The house had fallen well behind on its 
maintenance schedule over several years, so 
there is plenty to be done. 

 
The first few weeks have seen a lot of stripping out 
of old cupboards, fittings, tiles, sink units, 
fireplaces etc., but also the construction of the 3 
extra shower rooms we need. Electricians and 
plumbers then moved in to start their first fix work 
and the old lift has been removed, giving us space 
for storage on the ground floor and a small 
kitchenette on each of the 2 bedroom floors. The 
gaps left by the old fireplaces have been bricked 
up and a specialist asbestos removal company has 
removed old floor tiles under the kitchen floor.  

 
These tiles were exposed when the old cupboards 
were removed, leaving gaps in the present 
flooring. 
 

 
Outside, the demolition of the old ground floor 
bathroom and dispensary has been completed and 
the groundworks have been prepared for the fitting 
of new drains and to provide a base on which the 
walls of the new lift and the 2 day guest/interview 
rooms can be constructed. 

 
At the side of the house there are stacked several 
neat piles of bricks and roof tiles to be re-used in 
other parts of the building. It has been interesting 
to see emerging at the back the original shape of 
the house and the old steps which led down to an 
outside door to the cellar. Unfortunately the only 
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treasure discovered so far, is a very dusty walking 
stick and a photo of a previous resident, but we live 
in hope! 

 
It has been fascinating to watch how the skip 
drivers manoeuvre their way round the outside of 
the house and use the hydraulics to load or unload 
a skip – there have been 4 behemoths so far!. 
Their three-dimensional spatial awareness is so 
finely-tuned.  

 
The same level of technical skill was demonstrated 
by the groundworks team. The installation of some 
of the steel beams will be another highlight and it 
will also be good to have a better landline 
connection in the near future. 

 

Clearing Out 
 
As the building work begins in Hessle, here in 
Derby we are clearing out and it is amazing how 
much accumulates over 30 years. We’ve found 
things we didn’t know we had and items that have 
been kept ‘just in case’. The problem with ‘just in 
case’ is it all mounts up! 

 
So with the help of some volunteers, lots of energy 
and a rather large skip (the skip companies are 
doing well out of us!) we have cleared an 
enormous amount out, either into the skip, to go to 
charity or to be sold. One of our difficulties is 
finding charity shops that will take donations – due 
to Covid, shops can only take so much as they 
have to store it for a week before it can be sold, so 
they have to restrict donations.  

 
There are a wealth of charities that will take certain 
items; Tools with a Mission (www.twam.uk) take 
old tools and items such as sewing machines 
refurbish them, package them up into trade tool 
kits and send them to the developing world to help 
give people a start in their working life; the Weee 
Charity (www.weee.co.uk) takes old electronics 
and recycles or refurbishes them, using as its 
workers those who struggle to find work, helping 
them to gain skills and confidence. People are so 
generous and clever! And as the saying goes, ‘one 
man’s rubbish is another man’s treasure.’ 

 
Speaking of which some of our staff have already 
had a few items of furniture and one has bagged 
one of the signs at our entrance. She wants it for 
her garden to remember us by! 
 
We are selling some items of large church 
furnishings, crucifixes, lecterns etc. that are just 
too big for our new home. See our website 
www.comholyname.org for the items on sale.  

 

We hope at some point in the near future to be able 
to have an outdoor sale of certain items like 
gardening equipment, items of furniture etc., but 
we, like everyone, are at the mercy of restrictions. 

 
Clearing out has allowed us to reassess what we 
have, to dispose of unnecessary ‘stuff’, the clutter 
of life. Sometimes all the clutter can obscure other, 
important things. Because of the library being 
emptied by enthusiastic book lovers, sisters have 
commented that they have found books they didn’t 
know we had, some of which have been in the 
library for years. Is the message here that too 
much stuff in our lives can obscure the important 
things? How much is too much? What important 
thing lies hidden in the clutter of your life? 

 

Sad Times in Lesotho 
 
This year has been a sad one for our Lesotho 
Province who have lost three of their number over 
the past few months.  

 
First, Sister Mpolekeng who died on 17th June 
2020. On the 5th August 2020 Sister Mary Selina 
died. She was one of the earliest sisters in the 
province. One week later, on 13th August 2020, 
Sister Ryneth died.  

 
The three deaths, in such quick succession has 
made this year a very trying year for the Lesotho 
sisters, coming in the midst of the whole Covid 
crisis, which made the funerals much smaller and 
quieter than they would have been, as the number 
of mourners allowed are restricted.  Please pray for 
our sisters as they come to terms with their losses. 

 

Fellowship of the Holy Name 
 
We were very sad to hear of the death of Catherine 
Tunnicliffe who has been a member off the 
Fellowship of the Holy Name for many years.   We 
pray for Dean, her parents and friends who mourn 
her death. 

 

Please Pray for 
 
Sister Brenda   Sister Vivienne Joy 
Sister  Lilias  Sister Julia (Lesotho) 
 
Our sisters in Lesotho and Zululand  
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