
 
Quarry Bank - The Saga Continues! 

 
The best laid plans…our plans for Quarry Bank 
were going well, we’d agreed what works needed 
to be done, the necessary planning applications 
had been filed with the local planning department 
and then…LOCKDOWN happened. 
 
Everything ground to a halt. And we were left in 
limbo waiting for everything to restart. We did 
however, continue to prepare for when planning 
permission was received and we could get on with 
it. Tenders for the alterations to the annexe to 
provide us with two more bedrooms went out and 
a firm was chosen. We were told it would be June 
before planning permission would be granted so 
we were very pleased and excited when the 
planning officer came on 12th May and permissions 
were received for us to proceed on 8th June. When 
planning was finally given, not only for the annexe 
but the whole building, it was action stations! 
 

 

The builders arrived on the 5th June and the annexe 
was completed and the keys handed over on 7th 
July. Tenders have gone out for the work on the 
main building and it is hoped they can begin work 
as soon as possible.  
 

Julie and Monica are particularly pleased to be in 
the annexe as they have been living in the main 

house without access to hot running water after 
the main boiler completely died. Oh, for a hot 
shower – now available! 
 
 

Zooming To Church – Or Elsewhere!! 
 

Pre-lockdown, Sister Barbara  invited me several 
times to accompany her on a Sunday morning to St 
Peter’s Church in Derby City Centre where she has 
been a member of the congregation for some years 
– and I regret to say that there has always been a 
good and valid reason why I was unable  to accept 
her invitation.   
 
Then came lockdown – the church decided that 
Sunday morning worship would be via Zoom. This 
time the invitation from Barbara was 2-edged as 
she does not use a computer.    
 
So I was sent instructions on email how to zoom in 
to St Peter’s – and it was, to my great surprise, 
easy-peasy – just click on a link and there you are – 
looking at the vicar in his study (or sitting room), 
the assistant priest and the musician with his 
keyboard and guitar and good voice joining in the 
leading of worship from their own homes - and 
then the dispersed members of the congregation 
all relaxed at home.  We could see them –and they 
could see us, as we sat in my office   
 
It all begins very informally as people log in – and 
everyone greets one another on arrival (pets 
included!) – just as if it was in church (apart from 
the pets).  It is a full length service – with hymns, 
sermon, intercessions, a testimony from one of the 
congregation and open prayer – then coffee (get 
your own!) at the end.   It has been helpful and 
impressive – not only the technology but also the 
input – and the friendliness everyone. 
 
I have also zoomed in to Café Church at Breadsall – 
but failed at the first hurdle when we were invited 
to find a candle and light it.  I found a candle – but 
not the wherewithal to light it!  Café Church had 
the added attraction of going into ‘Break Out’ 
groups for some Bible reflection.   That was 
different!  And It was good to catch up with old 
friends! 
 
There is the option of joining Derby Cathedral for 
Zoom Coffee after their morning Eucharist which 
has been live-streamed from the Precentor’s home 
– or to go coffee at St Chrysostom’s in Manchester 
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– but these are both happening before the St 
Peter’s service ends and I am unable to bi-locate. St 
Peter’s also has a Zoom mid-week Bible study – 
and there have been invitations to Quiz Nights, 
none of which I have taken up – yet!  In July the 
new Dean of Derby Peter Robinson was licensed 
and installed in the Cathedral via Zoom. 
 
Enthused by the opportunities that Zoom offers, I 
have zoomed a ‘spiritual direction’ session and a 
‘mentoring’ session.  I’ve just heard from a friend in 
Manchester who spends a lot of time teaching 
English to a group of asylum seekers who tells me 
that he is now zooming his sessions with 
individuals 5 times a day.   
 
So the church’s mission continues in new ways…….. 
the possibilities are endless – watch this space 
(maybe!) 
 

Sister Diana CHN 
 

Office Workers 

In these strange times, among phrases that have 
become common-place are:  
 

‘Working from home’ and ‘Those who can, 
should.’ 
 

Our main ‘work’ is of course ‘The Divine Office,’ the 
corporate worship, of the Community.  As we are 
already ‘at home’ when we are engaged in this 
work, we are just getting on with it.  
 

Of course we have become more and more aware 
that this office work is not only our duty but our 
privilege.  We are deeply conscious that other 
Christians (and indeed worshippers of other faiths) 
have been denied this privilege. We have rejoiced 
to hear and experience that ways have been found 
to hold worshipping communities together via 
technology and other networking, and that there 
has even been an encouraging missionary 
dimension to such ventures. 
 

We have been both humbled and challenged when 
our bishop and others have expressed appreciation 
and gratitude to us for getting on with our own 
‘office work’. 
 

We have, I believe, become more conscious of the 
intercessory dimension of our Office and home 
Eucharists. This can point all of us to the vast 
world-wide web of prayer. This cosmic web has a 
sensitivity to the actions and prayers of every 

single Christian community. Indeed it is sensitive to 
the intercession of every single Christian anywhere. 
The web vibrates in the heavenly places through 
Jesus Christ ‘who ever lives to make intercession 
for us.’ (See Hebrews 7:25) 
 

May God be praised for the vocation of each of us 
within this holy network! 
 

Sister Pauline Margaret CHN 
 

Sister Barbara 
 

Our sister Barbara had to go to hospital after falling 
in the garden, whilst taking a walk with sister 
Pauline Margaret, looking at all the beautiful plants 
and flowers in the garden.  The ambulance was 
wonderfully quick in coming and Barbara was taken 
off to hospital where she discovered she had 
broken her hip. She was in for a week and now is 
home, self-isolating and being looked after by our 
care staff. 
 

Sister Mpolokeng CHN 
 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is with sadness we announce the death of Sister 
Mpolokeng CHN in our province of Lesotho on 17th 
June 2020.  She was in charge of the sewing room 
and had a great ministry through her artistry in 
making church vestments. She had a wide clientele 
and will be much missed. Her funeral was held on 
Friday 26th June 2020. May she Rest in Peace and 
Rise in Glory.  
 
 

Please Pray for 
 

We continue to ask your prayers for the following: 
 

Sister Brenda 
Sister Vivienne Joy 
Sister Barbara 
 For all the preparations for our move. 
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